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Credits 

IBLBS 601 Bengali Language, Culture and Identity  4 

IBLBS 602 Bangabandhu’s Political Thoughts and Ideas 4 

IBLBS 603 Society, Economy and Politics of Contemporary Bangladesh 4 

IBLBS 604 Research Methodology 4 

IBLBS 605 Comprehensive 2 

IBLBS 606 Viva  2 
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Detailed Syllabus 

Course Code Course Title Credit 
IBLBS 601 Bengali Language, Culture and Identity 

 
4 

 

Course Objectives 

This course aims to familiarize students with the history of the Bengali language and cultural 
history. It will help students to develop a critical understanding of the role of language and 
culture in the formation of the identity of the Bengalis. The course also highlights the role of 
education and political parties and the relationship between language, culture, and identity. It 
covers various aspects in the formation of Bengali ideas of statehood including anti-British 
politics (1940 – 1947) in Bengal. 

Course Contents 

Physical features of Bengal and Description of the Country and its People: Geographical features and 
their influence on the People; Ethnic composition; Language; Culture syncretism and religious tolerance 
and Distinctive identity of Bangladesh in the context of undivided Bengal,  

Different Phases: Ancient period; Medieval period; British period; 

Relationship between Language, Culture, and Identity: Language and cultural background; The role 
of language and culture in the identity formation of the Bengalis; Movement and quest for Bengali 
identity through the Bengali language; Muslim Sahitya Shomaj; Shikha Gosthi  

Urbanization and Culture: The effects of urbanization in the social and cultural life of Bengal. 

Religion and Identity: Bengal- A plural Society based land, Population censuses; Bengali Identity, 
literature, cultural organizations. 

Education and Culture: Modern Secular Education in Bengal- Roles of Calcutta and Dacca University;  

Role of the Political Parties in Bengal in making Separate Identity, Partition of Bengal 1905, 1947. 

The Formation and crisis of the independent statehood of the Bengalis; Initiative to establish an 
independent and united Bengal 

Bengali Ideas of Statehood: The Lahore resolution; Understanding the meaning and background; Plans 
for a separate state in Eastern India;  

Anti British Indian politics (1940–47) in Bengal, Great Famines in Bengal, Impact of Famine on the 
Daily life. Identity crisis, great Calcutta Killing (1946), Partition of India (1947), and Bengal. 

 
 



3 
 

Required Texts  
Emajuddin and Harun-or-Rashid (edited) (2007). Sate and culture. Dhaka: Asiatic Society of Bangladesh, 

Mohsin, K.M.  & Ahmed, Sharifuddin (2007).  History of culture. Dhaka: Asiatic Society of Bangladesh.   

 
Recommended Readings 

Ahmed, Rafiuddin (1996). The Bengali Muslims 1871 – 1906: A quest for identity. Oxford 

University Press. 

Ahmed, Sharif Uddin (2010). Dacca: A Study in Urban History and Development. Dhaka:  
Academic Press and Publishers Library. 

Akhter, Shirin (1982). The role of Zamindars in Bengal (1707-1772). Dhaka: Asiatic Society of 

Bangladesh.

Bhattacharya, S. (1945). East India Company and the economy of Bengal.  Princeton: The 

Princeton University Press.  

Chowdhury, Abdul Momin (1967). Sena Dynasty in Bengal. Dacca: Asiatic Society of Pakistan. 

Husain, Shahanara (1968). Everyday life in the Pala Empire. Dhaka: Asiatic Society of Pakistan.  

Karim, Abdul (1959). Social history of the Muslims in Bengal. Dhaka: Jatiyo Shahitya Prokash. 

Mallick, A.R. (1977). British policy and the Muslims of Bengal (1757-1256). Dhaka: Bangla 

Academy. 

Molla, M K U (1981). The New province of Eastern Bengal and Assam, 1905. Rajshahi: The 

Institute of Bangladesh studies.  

Rahim, Enayatur (1981). Provincial Autonomy in Bengal (1937-1943). Rajshahi: The Institute of 

Bangladesh studies.  

Rahim, Abdur (1967). Social and cultural history of Bengal. Dhaka: Pakistan Publishing House. 

Rashid, Harun-or (2015). The foreshadowing of Bangladesh: Bengal Muslim League and Muslim 
politics. Dhaka, The University Press Limited. 
Rashid, Harun-or (2021). From 1947 partition to Bangladesh: Bangabandhu and state formation 
in perspective. Dhaka: The University Press Limited.  
Salahuddin, Ahmed, A F. (1965). Social ideas and social change in Bengal, 1818 – 1835. 

Netherlands: E. J. Brill, Leiden. 

Salahuddin, Ahmed, A F.  (1994). Bengali nationalism and the emergence of Bangladesh. 
Dhaka: The University Press Limited.  
Sarkar, Sumit (2010). Shadeshi movement in Bengal. Kolkata: Orient Blackman. 

Sen, Shila (1976). Muslim politics in Bengal. Impex India.  
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Course Code Course Title Credit 
IBLBS 602 Bangabandhu’s Political Thoughts and Ideas 

 

4 

 

Course Objectives 

The birth of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is an important event in the history of 
Bangladesh. The main purpose of this course is to provide students with a broad understanding 
of Bangabandhu’s legendary life, philosophy, and political thoughts. The course will focus on his 
efforts to gain political autonomy for East Pakistan and Bangabandhu’s contribution to the 
Liberation Movement and the Liberation War of Bangladesh in 1971. The role of Language 
Movement, Non-Cooperation Movement between March 2 and March 25, historic 7th March 
address, and the Mujibnagar government in the emergence of Bangladesh as a nation-state will 
be covered in this course. 

Course Contents 

 Birth and Education 

 Growth and Ascendancy of Leadership 

 Political Life and Struggle 

 Role in Muslim League and Pakistan Movement 

 Bengali Identity 

 Statehood Ideal of vision 

 Role in Language Movement, 1948, 1952 

 6-Point Programme 

 Agartola Conspiracy Case 

 Bangabandhu and 1970 Election 

 Non-cooperation Movement, 2-25 March 1971 

 7th March Address 

 Declaration of Independence (26 March 1971) 

 The Mujibnagar Government and War of Liberation 

 The emergence of Bangladesh as a Nation-state 

 Political thoughts, Ideas, and Beliefs  

 State Policy: 1972 Constitution four fundamental Principles for of government- 
Economic policy, education policy, foreign policy 

 achievements of his government in various sectors 

 The Second Revolution or System changes- measures and goals 

 Assassination (15 August 1975) 
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Required Texts 

Rahman, Sheikh Mujibur (2013). The Unfinished Memoirs, Dhaka, The University Press 
Limited.  
Karim, S. A. (2005). Sheikh Mujib: Triumph and tragedy. Dhaka: The University Press Limited.  
Recommended Readings 

Blood, Archer K (2002). The Cruel Birth of Bangladesh: Memoirs of an American Diplomat, 
Dhaka: The University Press Limited.  
Field, Jakob F (2013). We shall fight on the beaches: The speeches that inspired history. 
London: Michael O’Mara. 
Hossain, Kamal (2013). Bangladesh: Quest for freedom and justice.  Dhaka: The University 
Press Limited.  
Islam, Nurul (2019). India Pakistan Bangladesh: A premier on political history. Dhaka: 
Prothoma Prokashon.  
Rahman, Sheikh Mujibur (2017). Prison diaries.  Dhaka: Bangla Academy. 
Rahman, Sheikh Mujibur (2020). Amar Dekha Nayachin. Dhaka: Bangla Academy.  
Raja, Khadim Hussain (2012). A stranger in my own country: East Pakistan, 1969-1971, Dhaka: 
The University Press Limited.  
Rashid, Harun-or (2015). The foreshadowing of Bangladesh: Bengal Muslim League and Muslim 
politics. Dhaka, The University Press Limited. 
Rashid, Harun-or (2021). From 1947 partition to Bangladesh: Bangabandhu and state formation 
in perspective. Dhaka: The University Press Limited.  
Salik, Siddiq (1997). Witness to surrender. Dhaka: The University Press Limited. 
Talukdar, Mohammad H R (Ed.) (1987). Memoirs of Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy. Dhaka: The 
University Press Limited. 
The Newsweek (5 April 1971). Poet of politics. 
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Course Code Course Title Credit 
IBLBS 603 Society, Economy, and Politics of Contemporary Bangladesh 

 
4 

 

Course Objectives 

This course aims to familiarize students with the social, political, and economy of contemporary 
Bangladesh. It examines the nature of village society, ethnicity, culture, and the changing 
patterns of marriage and family in Bangladesh. It covers the rural class and power structure, 
strategies for rural development, and poverty alleviation, various forms of inequality in society. 
The course also focuses on rural economic activities and the problems associated with the 
transformation of an agrarian economy, impediments to industrialization, and remittance 
economy. The nature of the state and bureaucracy, political culture, and women’s empowerment 
will also be discussed.     

 
Course Contents 

The Social Background of Bangladesh Society: The ecological context; nature of village 
society; religion, culture & ethnicity; the British colonialism and its impact; Pakistan era: the 
internal colonialism; Emergence of Bangladesh: Language movement — The Liberation War 

Population, Ethnicity, and Health: Population composition: Age-sex-marital status-literacy-
labor force; Population change: Fertility-mortality-migration and population control; ethnic 
groups in Bangladesh; the changing pattern of health and morbidity: expansion of health 
facilities and emerging challenges 

The Pattern of Marriage, Family, and Socialization: Changing pattern of marriage and 
divorce; changing pattern of family and kinship; cultural change and nature of socialization 

Rural Society: Agrarian structure; land tenure and class structure; community and power 
structure: samaj-salish; patron-client relationship; rural development: strategies and problems of 
rural development 

The economy of Bangladesh: Rural economy: farm and non-farm activities, problems of 
agrarian transformation; urban economy: industrial growth, working-class, underclass; 
contribution of garments sector towards national economy; informal economy; problems of 
industrialization; migration: rural-urban migration, international migration: remittance economy; 
capital market scenario 

Social Inequality and Poverty: Nature of social inequality in Bangladesh; income inequality, 
gender inequality, ethnic inequality, status inequality; growth and nature of middle class; poverty 
trends; challenges in poverty alleviation; microfinancing of NGO’s in poverty reduction 

Politics: Nature of the state, bureaucracy, and political parties in Bangladesh; patterns of 
political culture; the role of participation of women in politics; local governments in Bangladesh; 
governance problems in Bangladesh; identity politics and indigenous activism in the Chattogram 
Hill Tracks. 
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Culture: Pattern of religious beliefs and rituals in Bangladesh; social groups and languages; 
problems of cultural identity: role of language, religion, and ethnicity; globalization of culture: 
cultural dependency; cultural imperialism 
 

Required Texts 

Chowdhury, A.M. & Alam, Fakrul (Eds.) (2002). Bangladesh on the threshold of the twenty-first 
century. Dhaka: Asiatic Society of Bangladesh.  
Islam, Mufakharul (2012). Economic history of Bengal 1957-1947. Dhaka: Adorn Publication. 
Khan, Akbar Ali (1996). Discovery of Bangladesh. Dhaka: The University Press Limited. 

Recommended Readings 

আফসার াদাস, 1997

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

Course Code Course Title Credit 
IBLB 604 Research Methodology 

 
4 

 

Course Objectives 

This course is designed to give students a broad understanding of research methodology and to 
develop research and analytical skills. The course will focus on the major qualitative and 
quantitative methods employed in conducting research. Specific topics include theory and logic 
of research, research design, data collection, sampling, historical-comparative research, writing a 
research proposal and reports, and the analysis of qualitative and quantitative data. The course 
will prepare MPhil/PhD students for conducting their own research projects. 

Course Contents 

Concept and Theoretical Orientation of a Research: Concept of research, Paradigm, theory, 
and research; Philosophy of research; Deduction and Induction; Positivism and Post – 
Positivism; Interpretive 

Purposes of Research: Exploration, Description, Explanation, Application  

Research Design: Types of research design; Pre-test/Post-test design; Conceptualization, 
Operationalization, and measurement;  

Research Question and Hypotheses: Qualitative research questions; Quantitative research 
questions and hypotheses; Null hypothesis, Directional and Non-directional hypotheses 

Reviewing the Literature: Purpose of literature review; Steps in conducting literature review;  

Techniques of Data Collection: Quantitative Methods 

 Experimental and Quasi-experimental Designs: The classical experiment; Pretesting and post-
testing; Experimental and control groups; Non-equivalent groups designs 

Survey research: Types of the survey, Guidelines for asking questions; In-Person interview 
surveys, Mail surveys, Telephone surveys; General rules for interviewing; Strengths and 
weaknesses of survey research; Questionnaire construction 

Sampling: Probability and Non-Probability sampling; The logic of probability sampling; Sample 
size determination; Sampling errors and related problems  

Designing Qualitative Interview Questions: Interview schedule, Probes 

Techniques of Data Collection: Qualitative Methods 
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Qualitative Interviewing (In-Depth Interviews): Key features of the qualitative interview; 
Different kinds – Structured, semi-structured, and Un-structured interviews; Ethnographic 
method 

Document Research, Content Analysis, and Secondary Data: Sources of secondary data; 
Advantages and disadvantages of secondary data. 

 Focus Group Discussion (FGD); Case study 

Historical Comparative Research: Steps in a historical-comparative research project; 
Conceptualizing the object of inquiry; Locating evidence, organizing evidence, synthesizing; 
Types of comparative research 

Data and Evidence in Historical Context: Types of historical evidence; Research with 
secondary sources; Research with primary sources;  

Evaluation Research: Designs for evaluation research 

Data Analysis: Techniques of quantitative and qualitative data analysis; Generalizing research 
findings;  

Writing Research Report: Organization of a research report 

Major Types of Referencing Styles: The APA (American Psychological Association); Harvard; 
the MLA (Modern Language Association)   

Required Texts 

Babbie, Earl R (2021). The practice of social research. Boston, MA: Cengage. 

Creswell, John W. (2009). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods 
approach. London: sage Publications.  

Islam, M. Nurul, An Introduction to Research Methods, Mullick & Brothers, Dhaka, 4th Edition, 2018  

Recommended Readings  

Flik, Uwe (Ed.) (2014). The Sage handbook of qualitative data analysis.  

Neuman, W Lawrence (2013). Social research methods: Qualitative and quantitative 
approaches (7th ed.), London: Pearson Education Limited.  


